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The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
Dear President Biden: 
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
         CELIA ZAVALA 

         EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION 

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET, ROOM 383 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

(213) 974-1411 • FAX (213) 620-0636 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

HILDA L. SOLIS 

HOLLY J. MITCHELL 

SHEILA KUEHL 

JANICE HAHN 

KATHRYN BARGER 

October 5, 2022 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Kamala D. Harris 
Vice President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
Dear Vice President Harris, 
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District 
 

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Antony J. Blinken 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
 
Dear Secretary Blinken: 
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Nanette Barragán 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2246 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Barragán:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Karen Bass 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2021 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Bass:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Julia Brownley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2262 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Brownley:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Tony Cárdenas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2438 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Cardenas:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Judy Chu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2423 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Chu:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
 
  



The Honorable Judy Chu 
October 5, 2022 
Page 2 
 

CEO LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS_100522 

 

 
Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
108 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Lowenthal:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Alex Padilla 
United States Senate 
SH-112 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
  
Dear Senator Padilla:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
  
Dear Senator Feinstein:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 
         CELIA ZAVALA 

         EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION 

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET, ROOM 383 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

(213) 974-1411 • FAX (213) 620-0636 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

HILDA L. SOLIS 

HOLLY J. MITCHELL 

SHEILA KUEHL 

JANICE HAHN 

KATHRYN BARGER 

October 5, 2022 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Jimmy Gomez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1530 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Gomez:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 
         CELIA ZAVALA 

         EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION 

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET, ROOM 383 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

(213) 974-1411 • FAX (213) 620-0636 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

HILDA L. SOLIS 

HOLLY J. MITCHELL 

SHEILA KUEHL 

JANICE HAHN 

KATHRYN BARGER 

October 5, 2022 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Grace F. Napolitano 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1610 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Napolitano:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Linda Sánchez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2329 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Sánchez:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2468 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Minority Leader McCarthy:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2083 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Roybal-Allard:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Mike Garcia 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1535 Longworth House Office building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Garcia:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 
         CELIA ZAVALA 

         EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION 

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET, ROOM 383 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

(213) 974-1411 • FAX (213) 620-0636 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

HILDA L. SOLIS 

HOLLY J. MITCHELL 

SHEILA KUEHL 

JANICE HAHN 

KATHRYN BARGER 

October 5, 2022 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Ted Lieu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
403 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Lieu:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
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The Honorable Young Kim 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1306 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Kim:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
 
 

 

________________________ 
HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
 
 

  __________________________ 
SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  

 
________________________ 
JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
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The Honorable Adam Schiff 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2309 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Schiff:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 
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Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
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The Honorable Brad Sherman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2181 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Sherman:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 
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HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
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The Honorable Norma Torres 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2227 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Torres:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
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HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
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SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  
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JANICE HAHN 
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The Honorable Maxine Waters 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2221 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
Dear Representative Waters:  
 
We are writing to respectfully express our support for efforts to obtain the release of  
Mr. Eyvin Hernandez, who was detained by authorities in Venezuela on March 31, 2022.  
Our Board approved a motion on October 4, 2022, to seek your assistance in urgently 
investigating this matter and doing all that is necessary to ensure the well-being of  
Mr. Hernandez.   
 
Born in 1978, Eyvin Hernandez migrated to Los Angeles as a toddler with his parents, 
who were fleeing civil war in El Salvador.  Mr. Hernandez obtained his bachelor’s and law 
degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and has dedicated his 16-year 
career to public service as a Deputy Public Defender at the Law Offices of the  
Los Angeles County Public Defender. 
 
According to news reports, on March 31, 2022, while on vacation in Colombia,  
Mr. Hernandez accompanied a Venezuelan friend to the Colombia/Venezuela border for 
what was supposed to be a short trip for the friend to complete an administrative 
proceeding.  However, an encounter with Venezuelan officials resulted in Mr. Hernandez 
being turned into the military counterintelligence agency of Venezuela.  Mr. Hernandez 
remains detained in a maximum‐security prison in Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
According to published reports, Mr. Hernandez faces criminal association and conspiracy 
charges, which he denies.  These charges are punishable by up to 16 years in prison.  
The United Nations has noted the lack of independence for Venezuelan judges and 
expressed concerns over the facility where Mr. Hernandez is being held.  Mr. Hernandez 
was not granted his first hearing until August 29, 2022, almost five months after his 
detainment.  
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Given the urgent nature of Mr. Hernandez’s situation, this Board supports  
Mr. Hernandez’s family’s efforts to obtain his release.  Therefore, we respectfully request 
your support to investigate this situation and do all that is necessary to ensure the release 
and well-being of Mr. Hernandez. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________________ 
HOLLY J. MITCHELL 
Chair of the Board 
Supervisor, Second District 
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HILDA L. SOLIS 
Supervisor, First District  
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SHEILA KUEHL 
Supervisor, Third District  
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JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District  

  
__________________________ 
KATHRYN BARGER 
Supervisor, Fifth District 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 




